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To aid in priming the soil for planting of the 

Word, soul stirring music was needed, so sev-
eral choirs were established: The Senior 
Choir, under the direction of the late Sis. Re-
becca Jordan; the Youth and Junior Choirs 
were led by Sis. Lannie Spann; and Sis. Mary 
Davis was pianist for the Male Chorus and 
Chancel Choir, which later became the Inspi-
rational Choir. The church also in-acted an 
After-School Tutorial Program, led by the late 
Bro. George Coleman, then by Sis. Velma 
Spann, and finally by Deacon Charles Smith. 
The students were not only taught the 3R’s 
but also offered a holistic approach to their 
student studies. 

Greater Fairview became a true source of 
spiritual revitalization for the Shady Oaks com-
munity and the people that were being drawn 
through her doors by the pure God-given 
preaching of Pastor Spann, and the strong 
spiritual messages through songs sung by the 
choirs, and all the teachings through love were 
aids in growing this congregation. The Young 
Adult Choir was a great draw to the commu-
nity and church alike; recording its’ first album 
in 1973 and touring the country representing 
Christ and the church respectively. 

Greater Fairview continued to grow in leaps 
and bounds and the unadulterated word of 
God continued to come forth encouraging, ad-
monishing, and changing the lives of many. 
Under Spann’s leadership many Sons were 
called, nurtured, and equipped for service 
using Godly precepts, fatherly teachings. and 
examples, they are as follows: the late Rev. 
Annia Collier, the late Rev. John Hunter, Rev. 
S.L. Jamison, Rev. Timothy Taylor, the late 
Rev. Ray Bowman, Rev. H. L. Sylvester, Rev. 
Robert Clark, Rev. Lonnie Wesley, the late 
Rev. Keith Brooks, Rev. Christopher Golden, 
Rev. Kenneth Whitten, Rev. Charlie Jackson, 
Rev. Johnny Smith, Rev. Bobby Burks, Rev. 
Willie McDowell, Rev. Dr. John McCarty, Rev. 
Larry Davidson, Rev. Matthew R. Spann, Rev. 
Charles Bell, Rev. Charles H. Spann, Rev. 
Fredrick Green, and Rev. Frederick Hanskins. 

In 1992, Dr. Spann was led by the Holy 
Ghost to build a new sanctuary, and the 
project began with total support from the 
church and its leaders. The building was dedi-
cated the 3rd Sunday in October 1995. Many 
said that Dr. Spann was too old for such a 
great undertaking, and that he probably 
wouldn’t see it come to fruition. But, to the dis-
may of many he did see it and led the con-
gregation into the new church on that rainy 
October day in 1995, and brought many stir-
ring messages for another 4 years, until retire-
ment in 1999. 

During the period of Dr. Spann’s; honorable 
position as Pastor Emeritus, Rev. Charles H. 
Spann served as Interim pastor of the church 
for approximately fifteen (15) months. Fol-
lowing the formation of a Search Committee 
by the church; who was charged with the re-
sponsibility of selecting a new pastor. Rev. 
Charles Bell and Rev. Bobby Burks served to-
gether as Pulpit Facilitators. Amazingly, these 
temporal positions for these three (3) Sons of 
the House provided them with leadership ex-
perience and ultimately prepared them; for 
they were soon called to serve at churches of 
their own. The words, ‘‘A Church Where Love 
Prevails over Hate.’’ became more prevalent 
in the process to find a new leader. 

As in life when assigmnents are complete 
they must all move on, and Pastor Spann’s 
assignments were completed on November 9, 

2001 after 38 years of service to Greater Fair-
view Church, the Shady Oaks Community, 
and the State of Mississippi. He was called 
home to a just reward, leaving the church sad-
den yet rejoicing in the fact that they had been 
taught how to love each other to an un-meas-
urable magnitude, and in the midst of sorrow 
his teachings could be accessed to help them 
through the dark hour. But feeling the dis-
connect, just 9 months later in August 2002, 
God called Mother Spann home too, leaving 
the church with a legacy of memories of a 
hallmark of quiet, gracious, and humble char-
acters in the midst of servitude. 

After an arduous process of fasting, praying, 
and listening to several candidates for pastor, 
it was decided by a vote that Rev. Danny R. 
Hollins, a native of Pocahontas, MS and the 
tenured pastor of Cedar Grove Baptist Church, 
become the next leader, the majority con-
ceded and he was elected. 

Rev. Danny R. Hollins preached his first 
sermon on the 5th Sunday of July 2001 and 
was installed as pastor on the third Sunday in 
October of that same year. Greater Fairview 
grew over the next few years as the word con-
tinued to go forth. They never lost our vision 
and zeal for ministry and many other min-
istries were added. 

In 2004 the church purchased 34 acres of 
land on Boling Street for future development. 
During the 2005 Hurricane Katrina aftermath, 
the church became a refuge center, and pro-
vided shelter for 60 members of one family 
from Slidell, La. and later to a Hispanic family, 
from Houston, Texas, when Hurricane Rita hit 
in September of that same year. The creed of 
‘‘Meeting people where they are.’’ was truly 
tested and taken to the limits while helping 
neighbors. 

The Church adopted in 2006 Johnson Ele-
mentary School, Morrison Academic Advance-
ment Center in 2007, Dawson Elementary and 
Northwest Middle Schools in 2010, and also 
became a satellite program with the Con-
tinuing Adult Education Program, of Jackson 
State University, where many of the members 
obtained a college degree. Finally, in October 
of 2010, ground was broken for the long an-
ticipated development. The Fairview Learning 
Academy, along with the Recreational Out-
reach Center, was built. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Greater Fairview Missionary 
Baptist Church. 
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CONGRATULATING QUALITY OF 
LIFE HEALTH SERVICES, INC. ON 
ITS FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, today I rec-
ognize the Quality of Life Health Services 
(QOLHS) on the occasion of its 40th anniver-
sary. This Federally Qualified Health Center 
(FQHC), was founded by Dr. Roberta O. 
Watts to provide health care to the most vul-
nerable populations. 

QOLHS, based m Gadsden, Alabama, is the 
state’s largest community health program. The 
organization’s network extends from the north-
ern area of Alabama in Geraldine to Phenix 
City in the southeastern corner of Alabama. 

QOLHS’s network consists of 24 health cen-
ters. Fifteen of those locations are in Ala-
bama’s Fourth Congressional District—which I 
am honored to represent. 

I am proud to be a long-time supporter of 
QOLHS, helping to support numourous federal 
grants, attending the groundbreaking and 
grand opening of a school-based program in 
Gadsden, and joining in other events over the 
years. 

Quality of Life serves over 55,000 patients 
each year and shows a profound commitment 
to the communities it serves. Let me end by 
congratulating Dr. Watts for her years of dedi-
cation, and a very special congratulations to 
Wayne Rowe—who has served as CEO for 
the past 35 years. I look forward to continuing 
to work with QOLHS in the future. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE JUSTIN 
SMITH MORRILL CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL ACT 

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the Justin Smith Morrill Congres-
sional Gold Medal Act of 2016. This legislation 
would honor a true American hero by post-
humously awarding the Honorable Justin 
Smith Morrill with the Congressional Gold 
Medal. Mr. Morrill was elected to six terms in 
the U.S. House of Representatives and six 
terms in the United States Senate, making him 
the longest serving Member of Congress in 
the 19th Century. During his tenure, he 
chaired the House Committee on Ways and 
Means, the Senate Committee on Finance, 
and the Senate Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. As Chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Buildings and Grounds, he 
served as the principle advocate for financing 
and constructing the Thomas Jefferson Build-
ing of the Library of Congress and planned the 
location of the U.S. Supreme Court Building. 
He also raised funds to complete the then-un-
finished Washington Monument and advo-
cated for the Smithsonian Institution through-
out his service in Congress. 

His greatest achievement was authoring the 
Morrill Act of 1862, which created the land- 
grant university system. Today, land-grant col-
leges and universities award nearly 1 million 
degrees annually and perform more than $37 
billion in research. Additionally, almost 30 
years later, Senator Morrill authored the Morrill 
Act of 1890, which created the flourishing sys-
tem of historically Black land-grant colleges 
and universities. I am proud to be a graduate 
of Washington State University, in my humble 
opinion, the premier land-grant university in 
Senator Morrill’s system. I have seen first- 
hand how the system of colleges and univer-
sities created by Senator Morrill has changed 
countless lives and shaped communities 
across the nation. 

Justin Smith Morrill is a man who has pro-
vided generations and millions of Americans— 
particularly those from working class families 
and rural communities—with access to higher 
education throughout the nation. His achieve-
ments have inspired American history, values, 
and culture, and will be recognized and hon-
ored by generations to come. For these rea-
sons, and many others, I urge all members to 
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